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teith, not yet arrested, and an Irish renegade soldier, a corporal in
the Royal Irish Rifles, who had made a full confession on arrest. The
Under-secretary wanted authority to arrest all the leading Sinn Feiners
and send them over to England to be interned during the war on
account of their enemy associations.   Birrell explained that they had
not liked to arrest them before without something to show that they
were negotiating with the enemy, and also that, among the Irish,
deportation had a very ugly sound.   I described my interview with
Casement and detailed die Sinn Fein plans. Birrell remarked, " You
fellows get all the fun; in my long term of office I have never had a bit
of fun like that." He said there were ten thousand Sinn Feiners, but
if all had gone well, Casement would not have had more than five
hundred out with him.  He laughed at the idea of a rising taking
place on account of Casement's arrest, saying that the Irish were
secretly ashamed of Casement. He was just off to see Mr. Redmond,
and he pressed me to get them to issue a communique as early as
possible, as otherwise his position in the House to-morrow would be
difficult.
Five minutes after I returned from the Home Office, the Admiralty
rang up to say that the rebels had seized the General Post Office in
Dublin. The War Office reported that there had been a total cessation
t)f telegrams from Dublin since the morning. Later in the afternoon
u telegram had got through by a devious route saying that the G.P.O.
had been wrecked by a bomb. About 7 p.m. the Admiralty reported
that the G.P.O. was held by the rebels. The bomb story seems to be
the more likely.
Sir Charles Matthews said that he was now quite satisfied that the
evidence was sufficient for a trial either for high treason or by court-
martial. Naval and military opinion favours court-martial to avoid
political pressure.
Late last 'night Captain Hall asked me to send for Casement again,
as he now had information that there was a second ship carrying arms.
At ii p.m. he came, A shorthand writer was hidden behind a screen.
He denied strenuously that there was a second ship. He went over
most of the ground again, but did not add much to his former state-
ment. He kept repeating: " You failed to win the hearts of the
people when you had the chance.5' I said: " You do not seem to
realise that you speak for a minority of the Irish people. You must